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August 2017

The Vision of St. Peter's Episcopal Church is to Love All as Christ Loves Us.
Our Mission is to be a Joyful, Welcoming Community that Expresses the
Redeeming Love of God in Christ through the Ministry, Gifts and
Spiritual Development of Every Person.

THE REV. ROBERT C. BROWN
Robert Charles Brown, know more widely as Bob, was ordained a transitional deacon on April 1. Bob graduated
from the Iona Institute of Arkansas, a program sponsored by the Diocese of Arkansas, in conjunction with the
Seminary of the Southwest in Texas, to prepare clergy locally. Bob is tentatively scheduled to be ordained to the
priesthood in early October. As you know, Bishop Benfield appointed Bob as Interim Vicar at St. Peter's where he
will serve during the search for a new rector.
"This is a very high honor and privilege for me to serve at St. Peter's, where I did two years of internship. I know
that the Holy Spirit has moved in this congregation, and that God has more good work in store for the wonderful
people of St. Peter's," said Bob. He continued, "This is one of the premier congregations in the diocese, and the
staff here is great."
Bob has been married to Jill since 1968, and they have three adult children and five grandchildren. Prior to Iona
and St. Peter's, Bob served for 21 years as President of Arkansas Tech University. Bob also served as faculty
member and administrator at six different institutions over a 40 plus year career in higher education. He graduated
from Northwestern State University of Louisiana, and earned the M.A. and Ph.D. in economics from Louisiana
State University. Bob and Jill have been active members at All Saints Church in Russellville, where Jill continues
to serve on the Vestry. They reside in Russellville.

THE REV. PEGGY CROMWELL
It's been a year since Bishop Benfield placed his hands on my head and prayed to God to "give your Holy Spirit to
[me]; fill [me] with grace and power, and make [me] a deacon in your Church...Make [me], O Lord, modest and
humble, strong and constant, to observe the discipline of Christ. Let [my] life and teaching so reflect your
commandments, that through [me] many may come to know you and love you. As your Son came not to be served
but to serve, may this deacon share in Christ's service...."
I'm very grateful to have spent my first year with you at St Peter's. I couldn't have been sent to a better place to
"cut my clerical teeth." I feel as though I've been here for a much longer time. You accepted me and embraced me
and made me feel comfortable in spite of my inexperience. I think I have been able to thrive as a deacon thanks
both to your support as a congregation and, of course, to Teri Daily's leadership and wisdom.

As we continue to move forward through this time of transition, I know you will support Bob and Linda as you have
supported me. My prayer is that God will be with us all as we seek to do His will here at St Peter's and the world.

THE REV. LINDA BROWN
Richard Rohr, one of my favorite authors, and spiritual directors says that he asks God to give him one deed of
humiliation each day. "Make me humble, Lord" has often also been my prayer, but to ask for a definitive action each day
that will remind me that I am lowly and can never come close to the humility that Jesus had and showed, is asking for
something I may not want. Even so, I have decided to take this prayer on as my daily request.
Well, I believe my 'gift' from God to remind me of my own need for humility came on Wednesday night at the
Healing/blessing portion of the service. I had stated to my colleagues that I wanted to be the minister who would lay my
hands on each person coming to the rail and ask for the Lord's blessing and healing power to come upon them. Surely
the Holy Spirit would walk me through this!
I had memorized the healing prayer (I thought), but wanted the Prayer Book close by to have as my back up. Well, I tried
putting the PB on the altar rail, but stumbled through the first two or three people because I couldn't read it and was afraid
to rely on my memory. It reminded me of trying to learn to ride a bike but not wanting to let go of the training wheels.
Eventually, one of the other ministers held the PB up closer to these eyes of mine so I could see plainly what I should be
saying.
Humiliation was clear and abundant. But the true gift from God was showing me that He is present, regardless, through
the love and support of the people of St. Peter's. They showed their love and trust that the Holy Spirit was with all of us,
by gently helping me and loving me with their embraces. I am grateful everyday for St. Peter's Episcopal Church.

KAREN MCNUTT, SENIOR WARDEN
As Senior Warden, I have the opportunity to help lead our parish through this time of transition in our Clergy
Leadership. Wonderful things are happening on a daily basis at 925 Mitchell Street, and as school starts back, our
fall programs will begin, and the sound of kids going back to school will fill the neighborhood. The Labyrinth Walk
will be used to show the exciting things that are going on, and also to show the areas of opportunity that our Parish
has as we plan our next steps in searching for a new Rector. I'm very thankful for strong and steady presence of
our staff.
One thing that is top of mind for me personally, during our time of transition, is our Operating Budget. On average,
St. Peter's needs $ 8830.00 per week to pay our normal operating expenses. Our August operating budget is
$35,322. This portion of our overall budget supports the day to day functions that keep our Parish running as
smoothly as possible, and, also for those in the community who need us. We will be giving more updates on our
budgetary wins and opportunities through the Labyrinth Walk.
If you have any questions about the budget, please do not hesitate to contact me, Mike King, or a member of the
th
Finance Committee. Our next Vestry Meeting is scheduled for Sunday, August 27 , at 4:30. All are welcome - :)
Thank you Friends!
Karen McNutt
Karen.McNutt@acxiom.com
Senior Warden

CALENDAR
Reserving Facilities for Use
It's important to note that St. Peter's is a busy place! All room reservations must go through the Parish
Administrator, John Churchwell, for approval and be posted on the church calendar. When reserving a room, you
will need to take into mind the amount of time it will take to set up or clean up after your event. If you have any
questions, please do not hesitate to call the church office or email John at john.churchwell@stpetersconway.com.

Church Calendar Links
St. Peter's Church Calendar
http://stpetersconway.org/about-us-2/calendar/
Morgan House Calendar
http://stpetersconway.org/outreach/the-morgan-house/

CHURCH FINANCIALS
Laying the Foundation
Lay the Foundation is our two-year campaign to fund ministries, programs, and staff this year and next year
beyond what we could accomplish with our annual stewardship campaign. The funds are needed to continue what
we started with our Catch the Vision campaign. We had about $180,000 pledged to our two-year campaign, and
we have collected over $60,000. Thank you for making your pledge payments. It is important to stay current or
even ahead of schedule on your payments. Please contact Mike King if you have questions about your pledge
amount or want to make a new/additional pledge. Laying the Foundation is intended to complement our annual
stewardship campaign, which will soon be starting.
Contributed Support

July, 2017

Year to Date

Cash Offering

$

212.25

$

2,895.53

Pledged Operating Contributions

$

21,895.00

$

184,888.36

Non-Pledged Contributions

$

4,228.00

$

32,800.19

Laying the Foundation Funds Used

$

10,640.18

$

51,393.71

Diocesan Grants for College Dinners

$

533.33

$

3,733.35

Total Operating Income

$

37,508.76

$

275,711.14

Total Operating Expenses

$

45,274.80

$

264,914.24

Difference

$

(7,766.04)

$

10,796.90

Laying the Foundation 2017 Contributions

$

5,492.00

$

54,305.00

* note: St. Peter's began the year at about $17,000 in arrears.
Weekly monetary need for the Operating Budget:
$8830. 00

JOHN CHURCHWELL
Things never seem to slow down, do they? This is the case of what life is like at St. Peter's throughout the week.
Did you know that in the Fall, we have over 30 hours of meetings, classes, and gatherings Monday through
Saturday? Please remember to email or call the church office about scheduling anything at or with the church.
Also, please be aware that there will be ongoing projects at the church to maintain/upgrade our facilities. If you
have any questions about what you see happening, please do not hesitate to call or email me.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Narthex and Nave Doors
In the next couple of weeks, you will notice that the Narthex and Nave doors will be removed for some updating!
When they return from Kordsmeier Remodeling Service, we will have a new experience upon entering the narthex
and the nave at St. Peter's.
The existing doors into these areas will be enhanced by glass panels which will maintain the delineation of the
spaces while allowing in more light and the ability to view activities without interruption. This long-awaited
improvement is made possible through the generous donations to the Memorial Funds Account.
Memorial Funds Account may be contributed to at any time and are given in someone's name who has recently
passed away. Some funds are for designated purposes, some are left to the discretion of the Memorial Funds
Committee.
Contact the church office for further information on memorial funds and enjoy our new doors!
Reminder that this project is not being paid through the Operating Budget.

School Supplies
The Food Pantry at St. Peter's is one of our most successful and MUCH needed ministries in our community. As
you can imagine, families that are struggling to put food on their tables are also struggling to get adequate school
supplies for their kiddos.
Family Ministries is collecting SCHOOL SUPPLIES for our Food Pantry friends - Packs of markers, glue sticks.
mechanical pencils, Kleenex, and paper are all needed. And as you are shopping, please consider giving a short
prayer for a good school year on behalf of the kids who will receive these items.
You can bring any and all supplies to the Little Red Wagon in the Lobby or to the church office!

Annual EYC Splash Bash!
All Youth in grades 5 and up (and their families) are invited to our Annual EYC Splash Bash Back-to-School
Celebration!
When: Sunday, August 20, 4-6pm
Where: Donna and Eric Hutchinson's Home - 175 Beavorfork Road, Conway AR 72032
What to Bring: A side or dessert. The main dish will be provided by Donna and Eric, and the church will provide
drinks and ice.
Have questions? Conact Jerusalem.greer@stpetersconway.com

Church's Teachings for a Changing World
You are invited to participate in the discussion at 10:00 am, Sundays, in the Parish hall chapel.
These discussions follow the Episcopal Church's Teaching Series which seeks to engage newcomers, members,
and leaders in faithful, thoughtful conversation.
On August 20, the discussion opens with "Church Meets World" which will explore Episcopal engagement with
contemporary social issues. Books will be available for purchase or on loan.
All are welcome at any time.Carolyn Scott will be happy to answer your questions.

Back 2 School Sunday
Make your ways known to me, Lord;teach me your paths. Lead me in your truth-teach it to me-because you are
the God who saves me.
I put my hope in you all day long. Psalm 25:4-5
Join us on August 13 as we say prayers for the new school year in all three services. All educators and students
are encouraged to bring their backpacks, lesson plan folders, or other school item for this special time of prayer
and thanksgiving.

Brown Bag Book Club
Well-known in Catholic circles for her willingness to take on anybody-even the
pope-in defense of women's rights, Chittister, now in her 70s, examines how it
feels "to be facing that time of life for which there is no career plan." Clearly,
getting older has not diminished the controversial nun, activist, lecturer, and
author of nearly 40 books on feminism, nonviolence and Benedictine wisdom.
This collection of inspirational reflections, "not meant to be read in one sitting, or
even in order, bot one topic at a time," abounds in gentle insights and arresting
aphorisms, she ponders topics such as feat, mystery, forgiveness and legacy.
The Brown Bag Book Club begins again on August 9, 2017, at noon in St. Peter's
Library. Please come and enjoy lively discussion to make the second half of life
even better than the first!

Violence Divine:
Overcoming the Bible's Betrayal of Its Non-Violent God
Is the only path to shalom through a valley of capricious divine bloodshed?
One of the world's foremost historical Jesus scholars helps the church and its alumni/ae rise above the greatest of
Christian treasons: that everlasting peace can only be achieved through the onslaught of divine violence.Filmed
before a live audience in a workshop setting, professor and author John Dominic Crossan summarizes the
essence of his bestselling HOW TO READ THE BIBLE & STILL BE A CHRISTIAN: Struggling with Divine Violence
from Genesis Through Revelation and shows the way forward for those seeking an authentic Christianity for the
21st century.Violence Divine is an eight-session DVD-based program. The basic format for each 1 - 1.5 hour
session includes chapter breaks and discussion questions related to each 40-minute video segment.
Session Titles:
1. An Epic Matrix
2. Sin and Escalatory Violence
3. The Heart of the Torah
4. Deuteronomy Rules
5. Undecided Justice
6. Not, not, not, not, not, NOT the End of the World
7. The "Violentization" of Jesus
8. Overcoming the Bible's Betrayal of Its Non-Violent God
Professor Emeritus of Biblical Studies at De Paul University, John Dominic Crossan is generally acknowledged to
be the premier historical Jesus scholar in the world. He has written twenty books including Jesus: A Revolutionary
Biography, Who Killed Jesus? and The Birth of Christianity. A Roman Catholic monk for nineteen years and a
priest for twelve years, Crossan is a former co-chair of the Jesus Seminar and chair of the Historical Jesus Section
of the Society of Biblical Literature.

Lessons and Hymns
Join the Faulkner County chapter of Church Women United*
for a sing-along of your favorite church hymns
Thursday, August 17, 11:00
St Peter's Episcopal Church, 925 Mitchell Street
*Church Women United is a national ecumenical Christian women's movement representing Protestant, Roman
Catholic,Orthodox and other Christian women.
All Are Welcome!!

Updated Staff Email List
Robert Brown
Peggy Crowmell
Linda Brown
Jerusalem Greer
John Churchwell
Mike King
Tammy Heffington

robert.brown@stpetersconway.com
peggy.cromwell@stpetersconway.com
linda.brown@stpetersconway.com
jerusalem.greer@stpetersconway.com
john.churchwell@stpetersconway.com
bookkeeper@stpetersconway.com
tammy.heffington@stpetersconway.com

VESTRY MINUTES
Vestry Minutes, June 20, 2017
Members Present: Teri Daily, Jerusalem Greer, Christy Garrett-Jones, Marilyn Larson, Jane Harris, LeighAnn
Warriner, Tracy Simpson, John Churchwell, Sam Buchanan, Chris Odom, Karen McNutt
The meeting was opened with a prayer led by the Rev Teri Dailey.
A motion to approve the May minutes was made by Marilyn Larson and seconded by Chris Odom.
The Finance Committee report was given by Teri Dailey and Karen McNutt. A motion was made to approve by
LeighAnn Warriner and seconded by Jane Harris.
Jerusalem Greer gave the Family Ministries Report. Jerusalem shared a program update and provided
information and pictures with ideas for a playground update.
Chris Odom shared the Junior Warden's Report. June was a busy month for John Churchwell and Chris.





An adjuster from Church Insurance came onsite and reviewed the wind and hail damage to the sanctuary
roof. They will be paying St. Peters $19,339.88 towards replacement cost of a new roof. Once repairs are
complete and we submit the invoice they will mail an additional $3,859.58 to the church.
3 bids were submitted for the roof replacement. A motion was made by Marilyn Larson to accept PI
Roofing's bid to complete the work. Motion was seconded by Sam Buchanan. Cost for the new roof will be
$22,362.00.
Kordsmeier Remodeling is submitting bids to modify the doors in the Lobby and Sanctuary to make the
area more open, inviting, and energy efficient when the front doors are open. The project will be funded
using Memorial Funds.
Improved drainage in the Columbarium is still an ongoing project.

The Rector's report was given by Teri Daily.




rd

Michaelene Miller is in her 3 and final year at seminary. She and Teri will be working on a liturgy project
this summer.
Teri thanked Tracy Simpson for leading the group that hosted the Father's Day Brunch.
Teri gave the Vestry a wonderful overview of program and transition items to keep in mind in the coming
months.

Karen McNutt gave the Senior Warden's report.




Kelley King is stepping down as Vestry Secretary. Many thanks to Kelley for the great work she did and
the time she invested with us.
th
The vestry will be meeting with Bob and Jill Brown on Sunday, June 4 , for a round table. We're looking
forward to the opportunity to spend time with them.
The Vestry discussed Teri's separation package. A motion was made and seconded that we keep Teri's
compensation package whole through August 30, 2017.

th

Next Meeting: July 30 at 4:30
Counters:
nd
July 2 : Jane Harris/LeighAnn Warriner
th
July 9 : Karen McNutt/Tracy Simpson
th
July 16 : Chris Odom/Dan Allen
rd
July 23 : Marilyn Larson/Sam Buchanan
th
July 30 : Christy Garrett-Jones/LeighAnn Warriner

FOOD PANTRY
Date: 7/31/17
Households
Adults 60+
Adults 18-59
Children 0-17

Month/Year Reported: July 2017
Returning
New
Total
112
17
129
41
3
44
186
28
214
142
30
172

Our church came through in a major way in July when the food pantry needed help. The number of volunteers who
are helping in the pantry has decreased some due to moves and personal family needs of the volunteers. But
when John sent an email requesting help with a food pick up, the emails came rolling in. I have to say a big thank
you to all of you who helped with the pick up, loading and unloading of food from Arkansas Food Bank and
Walmart Neighborhood Market. A special thank you goes out to Kathleen Van Lierop, Peggy Cromwell, Claire,
Austin and Dalton Lasardo, and Dinah Reed for doing all the hard work of loading and unloading around 2,000
pounds of food. That's a lot of food to be moved in the Arkansas heat. And they did it in no time flat! You guys are
amazing! Thank you to Lindsey Ludford, Jerusalem Greer, Melissa Courtway and Susan Sobel for offering to help
as well. We had so many hands, I didn't need you this time, but I'm certain there will be a time soon that I will
reach out to you for help.
If any of you have gardens or chickens and have a plethora of fresh produce or eggs, please keep the food pantry
in mind if you can't eat it all before it goes bad. Our pantry clients love those donations!!! The pantry receives a
percentage of sales from each order placed with Conway Locally Grown and there is also an option for you to
donate money to the pantry account when you place your order through them. This allows us to offer a good
source of healthy food items to our food pantry clients each month.
Thank you again for all you continue to do for the food pantry. The amazing people in this church are the reason
we are able to stock the shelves and open the doors each Saturday. We couldn't do it without you!
If you would like to learn more about how you can help or know of a family who could benefit from the food pantry,
please contact me at cdjones1976@yahoo.com. Donations can be dropped off at the church, mailed to St. Peter's
Episcopal Church 925 Mitchell Street, Conway, AR 72034, or you can place them in the offering plate during
Sunday service. Thank you for your generous donations to the pantry.
Peace be with you,
Christy Garrett-Jones

BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES
August Anniversaries
Warriner, Ted and Leigh Ann

8/2

Reed, Danny and Dinah

8/3

Freiley, Ken and Beverley

8/5

Woods, Jeff and Andrea

8/6

Leight, Josh and Hallie

8/7

Losardo, Raymond and Claire

8/10

Readnour, Warren and Shari

8/14

Pryor, Don and Jenny

8/17

Tsutsui, Bill and Marjorie Swann

8/19

Buford, John and Kristina

8/27

Adams, Jerry and Madelyn

8/29

August Birthdays
Suzanne Pearson

8/1

Jack Stroth

8/1

Ty Pearson

8/2

Hallie Leicht

8/3

Stephanie Gray

8/5

Thomas Walter

8/5

Wiley Greer

8/6

Rowena Malone

8/6

Jackson Vanderslice

8/8

Lesley Bingham

8/9

Nicolas Maynard

8/9

Mary Brady

8/11

Christina Brady

8/11

Sarah Buck

8/11

Maggie Welch

8/11

Miranda Henderson

8/12

Donna Hutchinson

8/12

Felix Simpson

8/13

Britt Stroth

8/14

Jeremy Goodman

8/16

James Stroud

8/16

Jeff Woods

8/17

Anna Cummins

8/19

Jennifer Mathers

8/19

Cecil McDermott

8/19

Archer Murray

8/19

Will Vanderslice

8/19

Jeff Bell

8/22

Jonathan Spinks

8/22

Kristina Burford

8/23

Cady Murray

8/25

Brad Teague

8/25

Emily Madden

8/26

Hayden Henderson

8/28

Dawn Sullivan

8/28

Len Rishkofski

8/30

Ann Drake

8/31

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
August 6, 2017
We give thanks for the people of St. Peter's and visitors with us this week.
We give thanks for: Hollis Barton; Lesley Bingham; Dakota Blackmon; Gus Blum; Richard Boosey; Walker Bowles;
Beth Brady; Christina Brady; Mary Brady; Brent and Jessica Brainerd; John, and Linda Brainerd; Linda Brown; Nita
Brown; Eric, Sarah, Russell and Phillip Bryan; Sam and Tanya Buchanan.
We give thanks for Better Life Ministries.
We give thanks for The Baha'i Community in Conway.
We give thanks for the children of St. Peter's.
We give thanks for the Episcopal Church in Guatemala, Diocese of Western Guatemala
We give thanks for The Revd Rafael Morales Maldonado, the Dioceses of Puerto Rico.

We give thanks for The Rev. W. Jarrett Kerbel, Rector at St. Martin in the Fields, Philadelphia.
August 13, 2017
We give thanks for the people of St. Peter's and visitors with us this week.
We give thanks for:Lisa, Carlin, Braelyn, Sara, and Hannah Buck; John, Kristina, Jay and Anna Burford; Lisa
Burks; Jay and Sam Burnham; Tara and Sam Burnham; Jennings Burruss; Chad and Melissa Butler.
We give thanks for the Pleasant Grove Baptist Church.
We give thanks for the Better Together Multifaith Initiative.
We give thanks for the youth of St. Peter's.
We give thanks for St. John the Apostle, Chichicastenango (chee-chee-castin-ango) & Rev. Pascuala Ventura.
We give thanks for The Rt Revd Michael Fape, Remo, Lagos, Nigeria
We give thanks for The Rev. Anne Thatcher, Associate for Formation at St. Martin in the Fields, Philadelphia.
August 20, 2017
We give thanks for the people of St. Peter's and visitors with us this week.
We give thanks for: Dave Campbell and Kent Ballew; Melanie and Chrissy Cavender; Alice Church; Sylvia Classic
and Matthew Hrenchir; Ruth Clayton; Betty "B" Cockrell; George and Stacey Coleman; Jon, Karen and Ian Collins,
Riannon Walker, Miles and Elliot Wiebe; Kristi Connell and Sam Epps; Peggy Cromwell and Liz Adams; Woody
and Cora Cummins; David, Teri, Emma and Wilson Daily; David and Leah Darling, Kathryn, Stewart, and Mitchell;
Genie Davis; Jan Davis; Zay Davis; Alexandr, Jennifer and Darina Dementyeva; Martha Denson
We give thanks for Calvary Missionary Baptist Church.
We give thanks for the Unitarian Universalist Church in Little Rock.
We give thanks for our Library.
We give thanks for Rev. Alberto Cuc St. Mary, Mother of God, Solola.
We give thanks for The Rt Revd Prince Singh, Diocese of Rochester.
We give thanks for Barbara Ballenger, Associate for Spiritual Formation & Care,at St. Martin in the Fields,
Philadelphia.
August 27, 2017
We give thanks for the people of St. Peter's and visitors with us this week.
We give thanks for: Stuart, Elissa, David and Lily Douglas; Ann Drake; Jason, Cristin, Gabriel, and Silas Dubose;
Dinah Dudley; Craig, Monica, and Angela Dunn, Isabel and Hannah Ruckle; Steve Eddy and John Phillips; Will
Elder; Linda Ellis; Bill Eshelman; Bob and Mary Essert; Ed and Patsy Evans; Melissa Felty.
We give thanks for the University Church of Christ.
We give thanks for the Lubavitch Center for Jewish Learning.
We give thanks for our Ministry Team Leaders.
We give thanks for Rev. Roberto Armas , St. Mark's, Quetzaltenango (ketz-al-ten-ango).
We give thanks for The Rt Revd Maternus Kapinga, Ruvuma, Tanzania.
We give thanks for Erik Meyer, Music Director at St. Martin in the Fields, Philadelphia.

MINISTRY DIRECTORY
Worship Services
Acolytes: Jerusalem Greer
Altar Guild: Dinah Reed
Wedding Consultants: Donna Hutchinson & Genie Davis
Eucharistic Ministers: Jerusalem Greer, Mike Moses
Ministry Team Leaders:
Team 1 Jeff Ward
Team 2 Johnie Phillips and Steve Eddy
Team 3 Jerry Adams
Team 4 Claire Losardo
Adult & Handbell Choir: Patty Oeste
Library: Mary Ferguson and Sarah Bryan

Christian Education
Adult Christian Education:
Steve Zeltmann, Rita Macintosh, Judy Helm, and Kevin Mequet
Family Formation: Jerusalem Greer
EKC & EYC: Jerusalem Greer
Servant Leadership School: Carolyn Scott

Education for Ministry:
Jane Harris, Emily Madden, Kathryn Spinks
The Fledglings: A Writing Group: Liz Larson & Stephanie Vanderslice
Bible Study: Joe Arn

Outreach
Parish Needs and Concerns: Pansy Westrich
Foyers: Dee Sanders
Bethlehem House: Tracey Simpson
Food Pantry:
Christy Garrett-Jones
Canterbury College Ministries:The Rev. Peggy Cromwell
Card Ministry: Mary Ferguson & Donna Hutchinson
Eucharistic Visitors: Rita Macintosh
Website Upkeep: John Churchwell
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